
Welcome to the Kentucky Health Information Exchange monthly 
newsletter!  Here you will find valuable information about KHIE.  KHIE 

is situated in the Cabinet for Health and Family Services and works 
with providers across the Commonwealth to build a state-wide health 

information highway where providers can access critical patient 
health information from various points of care.  The strategic goals of 

KHIE are to: promote and increase the adoption and use of health 
information technology and health information exchange within and 
across state borders and  the nation. KHIE also assists with and facili-
tates state-wide meaningful use initiatives and provides governance 

and oversight to the statewide health information exchange.  

Welcome to the Kentucky Health Information 
Exchange Newsletter!  
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Special Points of Interest  

 As of October 8, 2014: 

KHIE has 645 signed participation 
agreements (representing 2,369 loca-
tions) 

A total of 1,013 provider locations, 
are submitting live data and exchang-
ing information (see Page 8 for more 
details) 

80% of acute care hospitals in KY are 
live on KHIE 

 $172, 942,410.48 has been paid to 
Medicaid hospitals and providers in 
KY, through the KY Medicaid EHR In-
centive Program   

$254,217,787.84 has been paid to 
Medicare hospitals and providers in 
KY through the EHR Incentive Pro-
gram, June 2014 

KHIE averages over 250,000 queries 
per week   
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Greetings from the Kentucky Health Information Exchange!  This month I would like 

to focus on the recently revised KY Medicaid EHR Incentive Program policy regarding 

Meaningful  Use and the KHIE attestation guidance for public health reporting in 

Stages 1 and 2.    

 

On September 4, 2014, CMS published a final rule that permits 2014 EHR Incentive 

Program participants more options in the use of certified EHR technology (CEHRT) for the 2014 EHR report-

ing period. This rule, referred to as the CEHRT Flexibility Rule, became effective on October 1, 2014. As 

such, the Kentucky Medicaid Program has revised their policies to align with this rule. 

 

Using the CEHRT Flexibility Rule, program participants who have not fully implemented 2014 CEHRT will 

have the option to attest to Program Year 2014 using 2013 or 2014 EHR Incentive Program objectives and 

measures.  

 

In conjunction with the CMS CEHRT Flexibility Rule, Kentucky Medicaid has modified their EHR Incentive 

Program Rules to enable program participants to attest in Program Year 2014 while giving EHR vendors ad-

ditional time to develop the requisite interfaces for public health reporting. The attestation guidance for 

Stages 1 and 2, supersedes all previous guidance issued by Kentucky. On page 3, you will find the official 

Kentucky Medicaid EHR Incentive Program policy changes regarding public health reporting.   

 

Please note that this flexibility is short-term. EHR Incentive Program Year 2015 participants that administer 

immunizations and attest to Stage 2 will need to ensure their EHR vendor has established connectivity with 

KHIE prior to their attestation.  

 

Thank you for your concerted effort toward achieving Meaningful Use, enabling EHR adoption, and improv-

ing HIT initiatives across the state.  

 

Please refer to pages 4, 5, 6, and  7 of this newsletter to learn more about the attestation guidance for pub-

lic health reporting. Thank you again for your hard work in these changing times!  

  

Sincerely,  

Polly  

Polly Mullins-Bentley, RN, RHIT, CPHQ 



REVISED POLICY FOR REPORTING MU PUBLIC HEALTH 
MEASURES 
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http://khie.ky.gov/nr/Documents/Revised Policy for Reporting MU Public Health Measures.pdf


PROGRAM YEAR 2014 MU GUIDANCE FOR KY PUBLIC HEALTH 
REPORTING & ATTESTATION: STAGE 1 

Revised per CMS Flexibility Rule 
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On September 4, 2014, CMS published a final rule that permits 2014 EHR Incentive Program participants more op-

tions in the use of certified EHR technology (CEHRT) for the 2014 EHR reporting period. This rule, referred to as the 

CEHRT Flexibility Rule, becomes effective on October 1, 2014. As such, the Kentucky Medicaid Program has revised 

their policies to align with this rule.  

Using the CEHRT Flexibility Rule, program participants who have not fully implemented 2014 CEHRT will have the 

option to attest to Program Year 2014 using 2013 or 2014 EHR Incentive Program objectives and measures.  

Source: EHR Incentive Programs 2014 CEHRT Rule: Quick Guide  

 

 

 

 

The Kentucky Health Information Exchange (KHIE) is the designated public health authority (PHA) for the state of 
Kentucky. KHIE provides support for the following Stage 1 meaningful use public health objectives:  

 Capability to submit electronic data to the Kentucky Immunization Registry  

 Capability to submit electronic data on reportable lab results to the Kentucky Department of Public 
Health (DPH)  

 Capability to submit electronic syndromic surveillance data to CDC’s cloud-based model, BioSense 2.0  

In conjunction with the CMS CEHRT Flexibility Rule, Kentucky Medicaid has modified their EHR Incentive Program 

Rules to enable program participants to attest in Program Year 2014 while giving EHR vendors additional time to 

develop the requisite interfaces for public health reporting. The attestation guidance outlined below supersedes 

all previous guidance issued by Kentucky. 

Revision Date: October 1, 2014  

http://chfs.ky.gov/dms/ehr.htm
http://www.khie.ky.gov/


Page 5 

THE KHIE CONNECTION   

General Attestation Guidance 

All eligible professionals (EPs), eligible hospitals (EHs), and critical access hospitals (CAHs) must have a signed Par-

ticipation Agreement and signed addendum(s) on file with KHIE for each public health objective selected for attes-

tation. This includes providers that attest YES to a public health measure and claim an exclusion. The addendums 

include: Immunization Registry Authorization, Syndromic Surveillance Authorization, and Disease Surveillance Au-

thorization. 

Your signed legal agreement(s) represent your registration of intent to submit electronic data and follow-up sub-

mission with the state of Kentucky, if the test is successful. 

2014 EHR Incentive Program participants that attest using 2011 CEHRT or a combination of 2011 and 2014 CEHRT 

and/or claim an exclusion for public health reporting are responsible for ensuring they meet the qualifications and 

retain documentation that fully supports their attestation choice. 

CMS EHR Incentive Program policies require participants to select at least one public health objective from the 

Meaningful Use menu set. Public health exclusions do not prevent participants from achieving Meaningful Use. 

Program participants that administer immunizations and plan to attest to Stage 2 in Program Year 2015 will need to 

notify their regional outreach coordinator (OC) when they have fully implemented their 2014 CEHRT so that KHIE 

onboarding can be scheduled. Do not wait until the last minute to start the onboarding process for public health 

reporting. 

Attestations using 2011 or a combination of 2011 and 2014 CEHRT 

Program participants that administer immunizations can select the immunization public health reporting objective 

and claim YES to exclusion 2, as the 2011 and combination of 2011 and 2014 CEHRT do not adhere to the HL7 ver-

sion supported by the Kentucky Immunization Registry. In accordance with CMS FAQ 8910, program participants in 

subsequent years of Stage 1 will not be required to submit a test message because additional action by the provid-

er toward follow-up submission is not deemed beneficial.  

Attestations using 2014 CEHRT 

Participants who are live on KHIE for public health data submission at the time of attestation must select YES to the 

public health reporting objective and upload the Go-Live Approval form to the Kentucky Medicaid EHR Incentive 

Program attestation website as proof for status. Do not claim any exclusions associated with the objective. 

Revision Date: October 1, 2014  

PROGRAM YEAR 2014 MU GUIDANCE FOR KY PUBLIC HEALTH 
REPORTING & ATTESTATION: STAGE 1 

Revised per CMS Flexibility Rule 

http://chfs.ky.gov/dms/ehr.htm
http://www.khie.ky.gov/
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The Kentucky Health Information Exchange (KHIE) is the designated public health authority (PHA) for the state 

of Kentucky. KHIE provides support for the following Stage 2 meaningful use public health objectives: 

 Capability to submit electronic data to the Kentucky Immunization Registry 

 Capability to submit electronic data on reportable lab results to the Kentucky Department of Pub-
lic Health (DPH) 

 Capability to submit electronic syndromic surveillance data to CDC’s cloud-based model, BioSense 
2.0 

 Capability to submit electronic cancer reports to the Kentucky Cancer Registry 

In conjunction with the CMS CEHRT Flexibility Rule, Kentucky Medicaid has modified their EHR Incentive Pro-

gram Rules to enable program participants to attest in 2014 while giving EHR vendors additional time to devel-

op the requisite interfaces for public health reporting. The attestation guidance outlined below supersedes all 

previous guidance issued by Kentucky. 

General Attestation Guidance  

All Eligible Professionals (EPs), eligible hospitals (EHs), and critical access hospitals (CAHs) must have a signed 

Participation Agreement and signed addendum(s) on file with KHIE for each public health objective selected 

for attestation. This includes providers that attest YES to a public health measure and claim an exclusion. The 

addendums include: Immunization Registry Authorization, Syndromic Surveillance Authorization, Disease Sur-

veillance Authorization, and Participating Provider Authorization Kentucky Cancer Registry.  

2014 EHR Incentive Program participants that attest using 2011 CEHRT or a combination of 2011 and 2014 

CEHRT and/or claim an exclusion for public health reporting are responsible for ensuring they meet the qualifi-

cations and retain documentation that fully supports their attestation choice.  

CMS EHR Incentive Program policies require participants to attest to all public health objectives in the Mean-

ingful Use core set. EPs that claim an exclusion for a core public health objective are not required to select a 

public health objective from the menu set.  

Attestations using 2011 or a combination of 2011 and 2014 CEHRT  

Program participants that attest using 2013 or 2014 Stage 1 objectives and measures must abide by the attes-

tation guidance published in “Program Year 2014 Meaningful Use Guidance for Kentucky Public Health Re-

porting and Attestation: Stage 1, Revised per CMS Flexibility Rule.”  

Revision Date: October 1, 2014  

PROGRAM YEAR 2014 MU GUIDANCE FOR KY PUBLIC HEALTH 
REPORTING & ATTESTATION: STAGE 2 

Revised per CMS Flexibility Rule 

http://chfs.ky.gov/dms/ehr.htm
http://www.khie.ky.gov/
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Attestations using 2014 CEHRT  

Participants who are live on KHIE for a selected public health measure will receive a signed Go-Live Approval 

form when their data feed transitions from test to production. The form itself indicates the type of feed 

(immunizations, syndromic surveillance, reportable diseases, cancer registry) that is live with ongoing submis-

sion. At the time of attestation, participants must select YES to the public health measure and upload the Go-

Live Approval form as proof of status. Note that if you attest to more than one public health objective and the 

data feeds go live on different dates, you will receive more than one Go-Live approval form from KHIE. Each 

form will need to be uploaded to the attestation as proof for status. Do not claim any exclusions associated with 

the objective.  

Participants who are not yet live for a selected public health objective can request a Meaningful Use Confirma-

tion form provided they meet the following criteria: 

i) Signed Participation Agreement and associated addendum(s) on file with KHIE 

ii) Completed intake call with the KHIE team 

iii) Confirmation that the participant’s EHR vendor is 2014 certified for the selected public health objec-
tive 

iv) Confirmation that the participant’s EHR vendor has established connectivity with KHIE for the select-
ed public health objective 

At the time of attestation, participants who receive a Meaningful Use Confirmation form must select YES to the 

public health objective and upload the form as proof for status. 

Revision Date: October 1, 2014  

PROGRAM YEAR 2014 MU GUIDANCE FOR KY PUBLIC HEALTH 
REPORTING & ATTESTATION: STAGE 2 

Revised per CMS Flexibility Rule 

http://chfs.ky.gov/dms/ehr.htm
http://www.khie.ky.gov/
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In an effort to create an interim solution to a national healthcare provider directory, the Kentucky Health infor-

mation Exchange has created a statewide Direct Email Catalog in which providers can register and search for 

providers across the state.   

Providers across the Commonwealth of Kentucky now have access to search and enter Direct addresses into 

the Kentucky Direct Email Catalog. The Direct Email Catalog is a tool to support care coordination across a 

broad spectrum of services, including long-term care/post-acute care, specialty, hospital and ambulatory care. 

All providers now can publish their Direct email addresses in the catalog and search for other provider Direct 

email addresses. 

To enter individual addresses into the catalog, first create a Kentucky Online Gateway (KOG) account. Click 

here to access the instructions to create a KOG account. You do not need to create a new account if you al-

ready have a KOG account. 

Please refer to the Kentucky Direct Email Catalog User Guide for instructions to enter Direct addresses, com-

plete a bulk upload, search the catalog and update your Direct email addresses.   

 

To search the catalog, please click here. You must be first registered with the Kentucky Direct Email Catalog 

(please refer to user guide for instructions) in order to search the catalog.   

Please refer to www.khie.ky.gov for more information.  

KY DIRECT EMAIL CATALOG 

http://khie.ky.gov/tech/Documents/Creating%20a%20Kentucky%20Online%20Gateway%20Account%208-29-14.pdf
http://khie.ky.gov/tech/Documents/KENTUCKY%20DIRECT%20EMAIL%20CATALOG%20USER%20GUIDE%208-29-14.pdf
https://prdweb.chfs.ky.gov/directprovidersearch/ProviderSearch.aspx
http://www.khie.ky.gov
http://khie.ky.gov/tech/Pages/dec.aspx


NEW LIVE CONNECTIONS  
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STATEWIDE HEALTH INFOR-

MATION  EXCHANGE  

The KHIE continues to build its 

robust health information ex-

change and currently has a total 

of 1,013 provider locations sub-

mitting live data and actively 

exchanging information. To see 

KHIE’s footprint across the Com-

monwealth, please see the map 

below.  

NEW LIVE CONNECTIONS FOR 

THE MONTH OF OCTOBER  

The following providers have 

made new live connections with 

KHIE: 

 Baptist Healthcare System, 
Pattie A. Clay Hospital 

 Ephraim McDowell Health Re-
source, Inc., Ephraim McDowell 
Medical Center 

 Murray-Calloway County Hospi-
tal Corporation, Murray-
Calloway County Hospital  

 Pediatric and Neonatal Special-
ist PSC (3 locations) 

COMMUNITY PORTAL (VHR) 

SCHEDULED TRAININGS  

The following hospitals have up-

coming community portal train-

ings scheduled for the month of  

 

 

October and November: 

 Carroll County Memorial Hospi-
tal 

 Marcum and Wallace Memorial 
Hospital 

 Trigg County Hospital 

DIRECT SECURE MESSAGING 

The following organizations are 
live on KHIE’s Health Infor-
mation Service Provider : 

 Commonwealth Health Corpo-
ration (outbound only)  

 Community United Methodist 
(outbound only)  

 Ephraim McDowell Health 

 Hardin Memorial Hospital 
(outbound only) 

 Harrison Memorial Hospital 
(outbound only) 

 Kings Daughter’s Medical Cen-
ter (Ashland Health Corpora-
tion) 

 King’s Daughters Health, Madi-
son Acute  

 King’s Daughters Health, Madi-
son Ambulatory (outbound 
only) 

 Owensboro Health Regional 
Hospital, Inc.  

 Mercy Health Partners-Lourdes 
(outbound only) 

 Murray Calloway County 
(outbound only) 

 Norton Healthcare, Inc 

 St. Claire Regional Medical Cen-
ter (outbound only) 

 Taylor Regional Hospital 
(outbound only) 

 Twin Lakes Regional Medical 
Center (outbound only) 

DIRECT SECURE MESSAGING  

The following providers are live 
on KHIE’s Direct secure messag-
ing web-portal:   

 Allen County Health Depart-
ment  

 Bishop Soenneker Home, Inc.  

 Bullitt County Health Depart-
ment 

 Carmel Home 

 Christian County Health De-
partment  

 Franklin County Home Health 
Department 

 Graves County Health Depart-
ment  

 Greenup County Health Depart-
ment 

 Hardin Memorial Hospital 
Skilled Nursing Facility 

 Health South Lakeview Rehabil-
itation  

 Hopkins County Health Depart-
ment  

 Lincoln Trail District Health 
Department 

 Miller’s Merry Manor 

 Northern Kentucky Independ-
ent District Health Department  

 Pike County Health Department  

 Cedar Ridge Health Campus 

 Wedco District Health Depart-
ment  

 Wellington Parc Health Systems 

 

http://khie.ky.gov/nr/Pages/khiemap.aspx?co=z


Cabinet for Health and Family Services CONTACT US 

 

8 Mill Creek Park  

Frankfort, Kentucky 40621 

(502) 564-7992                        

www.khie.ky.gov  

http://khie.ky.gov/Pages/index.aspx
http://khie.ky.gov/Pages/index.aspx
http://www.khie.ky.gov/
https://www.google.com/maps/place/8+Mill+Creek+Park,+Frankfort,+KY+40601/@38.1675799,-84.8159587,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m2!3m1!1s0x884273025d6b0f83:0xbf69b85865131384

